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Vision:
Semantic Finlex = Machines ”understand” legislation
LawSampo = Citizens undestand legislation



Two Faces of Legal Data: for 1) Machines and 2) Human Users

http://data.finlex.fi

http://ldf.fi
http://lakisampo.fi

Semantic Finlex LawSampo

http://data.finlex.fi/
http://ldf.fi/
http://sotasampo.fi/


LawSampo Demonstrator:
Three Application Perspectives



1. Statutes





2. Case Law



3. Case Law Finder: Document as a Query



Work in Progress

• Facet ontologies

• Automatic annotation (APPI)

• Contextual reader
• Help reading by providing legal term definitions on the fly

• Providing reading context by recommended other content

• Two new application perspectives

• LawSampo + ParliamentSampo linking



Two New Application Perspectives:
Life Events and Data Analysis

Life Events Data 
Analysis



”Sampo” Portals on the Semantic Web 2004-

1. MuseumFinland – Finnish Museums on the Semantic Web (2004)

2. CultureSampo – Finnish Culture on the Semantic Web (2008)

3. TravelSampo - Mobile Contextualized Services of Cultural Tourism (2011)

4. BookSampo – Finnish Fiction Literature on the Semantic Web (2011) [2 million users in 2019] 

5. WW1LOD – World War I Linked Open Data (2014)

6. WarSampo – Finnish World War 2 on the Semantic Web (2015-19) [690 000 users]

7. Norssi Alumni on the Semantic Web – Historical person registry using LOD (2017)

8. U.S. Congress Prosopographer – U.S. Congress Legislators 1789-2018

9. BiographySampo - Finnish Biographies on the Semantic Web (2018-20) [27 000 users]

10. NameSampo – Linked Data Workbench for Toponomastic Research (2019) [34 000 users]

11. WarVictimSampo 1914-1922 – National War History [20 000 users]

12. Mapping Manuscript Migrations (MMM) – medieval and Renaissance manuscripts (2020)

https://seco.cs.aalto.fi/

https://seco.cs.aalto.fi/


New Sampos Underway: 
Towards SampoSampo Network!
• FindSampo

• Archaeology & Citizen Science of metal detectorists, with Finnish Heritage Agency (2017-2021)

• LawSampo

• Finnish Legislation and Case Law, with Ministry of Justice of Finland (2019-)

• AcademySampo

• Historical Finnish Academic People in 1640–1899 (2019-)

• ParliamentSampo

• Parliament of Finland data, (2020-2022)

• HistorySampo

• A time machine of Finland (2020-)



More Info: Semantic Finlex & LawSampo

• Sami Sarsa and Eero Hyvönen: Searching Case Law Judgements by Using Other Judgements as a Query. 2020. 
Submitted.

• Minna Tamper, Arttu Oksanen, Jouni Tuominen, Aki Hietanen and Eero Hyvönen: Automatic Annotation Service APPI: Named
Entity Linking in Legal Domain. Proceedings of ESWC 2020, Posters and Demos, Springer-Verlag, June, 2020. Accepted.

• Arttu Oksanen, Jouni Tuominen, Eetu Mäkelä, Minna Tamper, Aki Hietanen and Eero Hyvönen: Semantic Finlex: 
Transforming, Publishing, and Using Finnish Legislation and Case Law As Linked Open Data on the
Web. Knowledge of the Law in the Big Data Age (G. Peruginelli and S. Faro (eds.)), Frontiers in Artificial Intelligence
and Applications, vol. 317, pp. 212-228, IOS Press, 2019. ISBN 978-1-61499-984-3 (print); ISBN 978-1-61499-985-0

• Matias Frosterus, Jouni Tuominen and Eero Hyvönen: Facilitating Re-use of Legal Data in Applications--Finnish Law
as a Linked Open Data Service. Proceedings of the 27th International Conference on Legal Knowledge and 
Information Systems (JURIX 2014), pp. 115-124, IOS Press, Krakow, Poland, December, 2014.

• Esko Ikkala, Eero Hyvönen, Heikki Rantala and Mikko Koho: Sampo-UI: A Full Stack JavaScript Framework for 
Developing Semantic Portal User Interfaces. May, 2020. Submitted.

• Eero Hyvönen: “Sampo” Model and Semantic Portals for Digital Humanities on the Semantic Web. Proceedings of 
Digital Humanities in Nordic Countries (DHN 2020), Riga, CEUR Workshop Proceedings, March, 2020. Accepted.

https://seco.cs.aalto.fi/publications/2019/sarsa-et-al-csfinder.pdf
https://seco.cs.aalto.fi/publications/2020/tamper-et-al-appi-poster-2020.pdf
https://seco.cs.aalto.fi/publications/2019/law-justice-linked.pdf
https://seco.cs.aalto.fi/publications/2014/frosterus-et-al-finnish-law-lod-2014.pdf
https://seco.cs.aalto.fi/publications/2020/ikkala-et-al-sampo-ui-2020.pdf
https://seco.cs.aalto.fi/publications/2020/hyvonen-sampos-dhn-2020.pdf

